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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER  

Welcome to the February edition of the Crosshall  

CONNECTS, where we reflect on what happened at 

Crosshall Junior school over the past month and give 

you glimpses into current and future projects. 

 

Snippets 

• It’s Book Week next week! Miss Jones and the         

committee have worked hard and everyone is                       

excited.  The author, Andy Stanton, is visiting on      

Monday.  Fancy Dress Day will be on Friday 10th             

February - dress as a word!.  Full details on pages 8-10 

•  Next month, the assessor for our current inclusion 

award will be inspecting the school again. 

•  We are an Ambassador School for Century.  Each 

child should be logging in at home and completing 

set tasks each week. 

• Mr Murphy has been busy booking in speakers for our 

Future Me talks.  One of them is the MP Jonathan 

Djanogly. 

 

News 

• Pastoral Team.  Our pastoral team is made up of 

three dynamic , experienced and caring Learning 

and Wellbeing Mentors.  They across the year groups 

and follow children through their four-year journey 

with us.  They work with over one hundred children 

and families.  If you are in need of support and would 

like to speak to one of the team, please contact the 

school office. 

• Opportunity.  If you would like to join our Crosshall 

family and have the skills needed to join the                            

catering team, please contact the school office.  

Advert on page 6. 

 

• The First Residential Trip of 2022/23.  Miss Connor 

and an army of teachers and teaching assistants 

are looking forward to the Year Five York            

Residential Trip.  This time next month they will be 

back! 

 

Thank you to our PTA 

Not only do they organise and run fabulous children 

and community events; the team also supports our 

students by providing part/ full funding for several 

curriculum activities each year.  This means families 

and the school do not need to find additional   

monies, whilst our children can participate in a wide 

range of curriculum opportunities that would not 

normally be provided.  Thank you PTA! 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you all during 

PCLRs next week! 

 

Anne Eardley 

Head Teacher 



 3 

February 2023 

  

COMING UP... 

February 2023 
February 2023 

CONNECTS 
CROSSHALL 

2nd - 7th February 
Travelling Books fair - Duloe Room (see page 9)                                                                    

15:25-16:00 each day after school 

6th - 10th February 
Book Week (see pages 8-10) 

PCLRs (No Home Learning/ Clubs) 

6th February Andy Stanton, Author visit school (see page 8) 

10th February Fancy Dress Day - dress as a word (see page 10) 

13th - 17th February Half Term 

20th February School starts 

From 20th February 
Hunts Post Lego Education Competition starts  (see page 11)                                                   

Collect tokens for the school to win equipment! 

20th - 23rd February Year Five York Residential Trip 

Term dates are listed on our school website.  

Click HERE to visit the CJS Digital Office 

 

You can also subscribe to our Calendar 

which has all key dates and activities 

which can be synced with your mobile or 

desktop device 

Click HERE to view and subscribe 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Your child may be entitled to 

Free School Meals 

Check the government website 

to see if your circumstances 

qualify here 

https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=12
https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1&pid=7&viewid=1
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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DIGITAL SCHOOL OFFICE 

 

Did you know the Digital School Office on our website gives 

you access to all the information you as parents may request if 

you were visiting our main reception here at CJS 

 

Every letter that we send to parents/ carers can also be found 

under the Digital School Office, under each year group or the 

Whole School 

If you ever need to look over a letter, just search here  

 

Some of our letters will require you to send a reply slip.  If you 

are unable to print off the letter this should not be a problem.  

Simply write the required information on a piece of paper and 

send it into school with your child.  

  

BOOK DONATIONS 

Having a clear out? Looking for somewhere to put all those old 

books your children no longer read? 

We would like to ask families for book donations so that we can 

distribute them to other families later this term. 

There is a box in the main reception area if you have anything 

to donate please drop it in the box 

Thank you! 

https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/page/?title=Letters+to+Parents&pid=84
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BOOK WEEK 6-10 FEBRUARY 

Meet the Author 

On Monday, the first day of Book Week, the children will have a visit from Andy Stanton,               

author of the Mr Gum series of books, who will hold a session with the children to talk about  

what it is like being an author, how to write stories, and answering questions they have. 
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BOOK WEEK 6-10 FEBRUARY 

The Travelling Books fair  

In the Duloe room until Tuesday 

7th February from 15:25 -16:00 

each day.  Head down and 

check out the great range of 

books for all ages. Cash or Card   

payment only. 

Every book sold can help to earn 

free books for the school. 

Book Week Poetry Competition 

All entries to be in by Wednesday 8th Feb (hand in to your class teacher).  Check out ex-

amples written by some of our CJS teachers below! 
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BOOK WEEK 6-10 FEBRUARY 

Fancy Dress Day - Friday 10th February 

Wear a word! On the last day of the Book Week (and last day of this half term), we are inviting 

children to wear a costume related to a word; this could be an adjective (e.g. ‘shiny’, 

‘green’, ‘creative’), a noun (e.g. ‘dictionary’, ‘banana’, ‘duck’), or even a verb (e.g. ‘swim’, 

‘fly’, ‘grow’).  The costume can be as simple or as complex and creative as they like.  We en-

courage parents and carers not to purchase anything specific for this activity, as it is a much 

more fun challenge for the children to be imaginative with what they already have at home. 

Please also support your child in choosing a school-appropriate costume. 

 

Thank you and we hope you enjoy Book Week 2023! 

Laura Jones and Angela Connor | English Subject Leaders 

Book Swap - Tuesday 7th February 

For the very first time, Crosshall Junior School will be                 

hosting a Book Swap.  After school on Tuesday 7th                   

February, families are invited to bring a book (or a                     

couple) they have already read to exchange for a book 

which another family has brought.  Books will be placed 

on a table under the Year Five canopy in the                          

playground to add to, browse, and take from.  If a family 

does not have any books they wish to swap but would 

like more reading material to own at home, they are                  

encouraged to give a donation to the school in                       

exchange for a book.  If it is successful, we would love to 

run a Book Swap every month to ensure all our children 

have access to engaging, high-quality texts at home.  

We look forward to seeing you! 
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LEGO COMPETITION 

 The Hunts Post and Ely Standard will shortly be launching a new LEGO competition and we 

need your help to secure Crosshall Junior School a winning place! 

From week commencing 20th February (until week commencing 24th April) these                                        

publications will print weekly tokens for parents, guardians, grandparents, other family                         

members, friends and neighbours to collect! 

The school that collects the most tokens will win a £500 voucher to spend on                                       

LEGO Education equipment with Creative Hut. 

Every school that is registered (which CJS is!) and collects more than 500 tokens will receive 

£50 to spend. 

 

How we use LEGO in school? 

In school we use LEGO across the year groups.  In particular, the annual autumn term Year Six 

visit to LEGOLAND WINDSOR is always a highlight for pupils.  During the visit they complete an 

educational workshop and seek inspiration from the rides at the attraction.  Once back at 

school they engage in designing and building their own LEGO creations, focusing on the 

rides.  They use a computer programme to control the movement of the rides they design.  It 

is a fantastic project that the pupils really love, and forms part of their Design and Technology 

learning. 

 

A collection box for all tokens will be located in the school office from 20th February. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 
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RESIDENTIAL TRIP SURVEY 

Ahead of the Year Five Residential Trip to York in a few weeks, we would like to better                   

understand parent/ carer overall thoughts on residential trips.   

Which year groups should go? How long for? When? Where? Potential associated costs? 

Residential trips have long been part of Crosshall extra curricular activities that we know the 

children look forward to, enjoy, and make lasting memories from! 

 

We would appreciate it if you would take a few minutes of your time to complete the survey 

linked below.  The survey is anonymous and no personal details will be collected on                                

respondents. 

If after completing this survey you have any further suggestions, ideas, or opinions you would 

like to share with us regarding residential trips, please email the school office at                      

office@crosshalljunior.co.uk 

Thank you 

Residential Survey Link here 

https://forms.gle/nQaWPDY446X6qYDm7
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SWIMMING ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations to Sofia B on her recent swimming achievements. 

Sofia won medals for completing all the strokes at a recent swimming competition.   

Well done Sofia! 
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#ASKCJS 

Thank you to the parents who joined our most recent #AskCJS session on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 25th  January.  It was a pleasure to share some knowledge of how our school is 

developing our understanding of memory, and how frequent retrieval of information can 

move knowledge from short term memory into long term memory.   

For those who were unable to attend the session, below are links to the presentation and    

information shared. 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch via the school office 

email office@crosshalljunior.co.uk  

 

#AskCJS – Making Learning Stick Resources 

Presentation from latest #AskCJS session is here 

Together with Retrieval Practice information here 

 

Information from all our #AskCJS sessions to date is available on our website under                                  

Digital Office > Letters to Parents > #AskCJS Sessions 

 

Thank you  

Mr Liam Murphy | Assistant Head Teacher 

https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3971&type=pdf
https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3970&type=pdf
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Each week we celebrate our CJS Times Tables Rock Stars and NUMBOTS users with the highest 

scores. Here are this week’s winners! 

  Noah B 

  Callum P 

  Josie K 

 

London v Belfast 

Emily B 

Lola M 

TT ROCK STARS & NUMBOTS 
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Details of the ‘CENTURY Guardian Overview’ can be found here: tinyurl.com/8v8c4e5c  

If you would like to access your child’s CENTURY Guardian Portal, please enter your details 

here: forms.gle/fXj1262XpmJ2omw29   

  

Home Connect: Receive reports about your child’s quizzing when they complete a book. 

Sign up here: ukhosted28.renlearn.co.uk/2051095/HomeConnect/  

ACCELERATED READER 

  

CENTURY 

https://tinyurl.com/8v8c4e5c
https://forms.gle/fXj1262XpmJ2omw29
https://ukhosted28.renlearn.co.uk/2051095/HomeConnect/
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Here is this month’s update to the Praise Postcards recipient list. Staff recognise progress or       

attainment by posting Praise Postcards home to students. It is very exciting when one of these 

lands on the door mat!  

Students who have received postcards 

so far this term are:  

Archie F,               

Harrison J, 

Julia C,               

Lily R,                   

Bella G,                      

Gustavo R,                                    

Naomi H,                    

Esther Y, 

James W,                       

Elsie P 

The ‘Students Achievements and Awards’ 

section of our website is regularly updated 

with all the winners!  

Click HERE to visit the page. 

https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/page/?title=Students+Achievements+%26amp%3B+Awards&pid=25&action=saved
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CELEBRATION AWARDS ASSEMBLY 

Congratulations to all our students who were presented with our first Celebration Awards 

of 2023 at this morning’s assembly.  The awards recognised excellence and progress in 

English, maths or science. 

 

Details are also up on our website, under Student Achievements & Awards  here 

https://www.crosshalljunior.co.uk/page/?title=Students+Achievements+%26amp%3B+Awards&pid=25
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Elijah T, Adam M, Summer M, Brooke M, Yuliia C, Layla Mi, Faye P, Ela M, Kim K-G, Bella R, Elodie J,                

Esele F, Ronnie F, Lola M, Callum P, Bella G, Freya W, Skye B, Mila H, Poppy A. 

Here is this month’s update to the Head Teacher Award winners list.  Ms Eardley sends a congratulatory 

text message to parents/carers and meets with the student to award him/her with this great honour.  

The recipients since the beginning of this term are: 
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Parent advice from Cambridgeshire County Council: 

The information below is designed to help parents under-

stand how and when leave of absence in exceptional 

circumstances may be granted. The decision to authorise absence is at the head teacher’s discretion based on 

their assessment of the situation. Circumstances vary from school to school and so there can be no absolute rules 

on this subject. 

Term times are for education. This is the priority. Children and families have 175 days off school to spend time    

together, including weekends and school holidays. Head teachers will rightly prioritise attendance. Generally, 

absences will not be granted during term time and will only be authorised by the head teacher in exceptional 

circumstances.  

Penalty Notices for term time leave are issued by the Local Authority.   The Local Authority cannot override the 

decision made by the head teacher on an unauthorised absence. If you have any reasons to believe the      

Penalty Notice should not have been issued please contact the school within 10 working days. There is no        

statutory right of appeal against the issuing of a Penalty Notice.  

Frequently Asked Questions  

What are exceptional circumstances? Exceptional circumstances are one off events which are unavoidable,   

examples may include the death of a close relative, attendance at a funeral, respite care of a looked after 

child, a housing crisis which prevents attendance.  

Can this be reviewed by the Council? No. Only the head teacher of a school can authorise any absence under 

exceptional circumstances. The County Council cannot override any decisions made by the head teacher.  

My child’s attendance record is generally good, can I still be issued a fine for short time unauthorised holiday? 

The Cambridgeshire Penalty Notice Code of Conduct allows Penalty Notice fine to be issued for holiday taken for 

three days or more.  

Which parent receives the fine? Where both parents live together and have day-to-day care and also any       

absent parent who has frequent contact with the child and is named in the child’s school records may receive a 

fine for each of their children. This will include parents who allow their child to go on holiday with another family 

member or friend of the family.  

Who is fined when parents do not live together? The situation can become complicated where parents do not 

live together and both wish to remove their child from school at separate times during the same academic year. 

  

ABSENCE GUIDE 
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Where parents are separated, if an absence request is submitted by the parent not involved with the absence, then both par-

ents may be fined.  

Who is considered to have parental responsibility? The definition of a parent is anyone who has parental           

responsibility for the child and/or any adult with day to day care and responsibility. (Section 576 Education Act 

1996). This will include step parents and cohabiters, partners of older pupils if the partner is over 18 years of age 

and they are living together, other relatives with residency orders. 

What happens if I am a self-employed worker e.g. a farmer, is an employee with fixed holiday dates, or is on a 

holiday rota set by my employer? It is advisable for parents to discuss this with their child’s school prior to making 

any arrangements for absence during school term times. Legislation no longer allows head teachers to authorise 

10 days absence from school for a term time holiday. If you are self-employed then you are able to select when 

you take your annual leave.  

We want to go on a trip of a lifetime. Could this be an authorised absence? No, this would constitute a family    

holiday. The head teacher cannot authorise term time holidays, unless there accept the reason for leave of    

absence is exceptional.  

I have a significant number of relatives abroad and may need to spend an extended period in another country. 

Could this be an authorised absence? Head teachers are bound by law to discourage families from taking trips 

during term time, whatever the reason given.  

Can I have a payment plan or make part payments? No, The Code of Conduct does not allow part payments or 

payment plans.  

The primary school authorised the absence but I received a PN fine for my secondary school aged child. Is there 

no consistency? The government has given the authority to individual head teachers to make their own decision 

based on the explanation provided by the parents. What is exceptional has not been defined by the               

government and therefore individual opinions may differ between head teachers. However, the county council 

does encourage schools to work together but at the same time take into account circumstances of the            

individual child’s needs. 

Could an absence to attend a religious observance or festival be an authorised absence? Absence that is due to 

religious observance must be authorised. The day should be marked as authorised where there is an element of 

worship associated with the religious observance. The religious observance days are set apart by the religious 

body of the individual religion, not determined by the parents.  


